Newsletter of the African Burial Ground & Five Points Archaeological Projects

UPDATE

Fall 1995

Volume 1 Number 9

Update, the newsletter of the African Burial
Ground and Five Points Archaeological Pro-
jects, is published by the Office of Public
Education and Interpretation of the African
Burial Ground (OPE, at 6 World Trade Ctr,,
R, 289, New York, NY 10048, (212) 432-
5707, for the purpose of providing current
information on New York City's African

Burial Ground and its historical context.

Editor In Chief:

Senior Editor/
Design and Layout  Emilyn L. Brown
Editors: Marie-Alice Devieux
Deborah Wright
Contributors: Ama Badu Boakyewa
Emilyn L. Brown
Donna Harden Cole
Marie-Alice Devieux
Steve B, Harper
M. Cassandra Hill
Cheryl J. LaRoche
Mark E, Mack
Sherrill D, Wilson
Deborah A, Wright

Sherrill D, Wilson, Ph.D.

In This Issue...

<l o

Howard University Report............... 3

African Amercan Beginnings PL IV .....5

Fall Calendar of Events........c.occcveees 7

Community VOICES...coreieeecrarennns 10

Foley Sguare Report.......cvene. 11

The Chrystie 5t Cemelery...o....... 12

Children's COMBT....iwrmeenonee 14

Book Review Section.....ae. 16
and more!

FIHANKRA TOUR ‘95:
REUNITING THE DIVIDED HOUSE

Ama Badu Boakyewa and
Deborah Wright

On a visit whose importance has yet
to be fully realized, a Royal delega-
tion of chiefs from Ghana, West Africa
travelled to the United States on a
“Tour of Fihankra.” Led by Nana
Odeneho Oduro Numapau I, Presi-
dent of the National House of Chiets,
the tour was one of atonement and
reunification based on the historical
reality that some of the ancestral tradi-
tional rulers helped sustain the Trans-
Atlantic slave trade.

i of Ghana watch as Nii Adote Motatt
i pours a libation for the ancestors of
i the African Burlal Ground.

i Photo credit: Doville ©. Nelson, Jr.

Members of the National House of Chiefs

Centuries of outsider exploitation of Africa’s land and people involved
invasions, which resulted in the forced expontation of millions of Africans
into slavery. Delegation member Nana Kwadwo Akpan, an African
American residing in Ghana, expressed this on the matter: “The skills
and man power of Africa and the mineral resources from its lands were
used to build America and Europe into what they have now become —
intermnational superpowers, Conversely, Africa was stripped of its great-
est asset, its people, and thus could not develop to its natural capacity.
Indeed, it can be accurately stated that since the slave trade began,
few things seem to have gone right for Africa...” Nana Akpan's words
are bome out by the fact that once the slave trade built up momentum,
some ancestral rulers accepted slavery as a business, and were igno-
rant to the grim fate awaiting those Africans sold to outsiders.

And s0 in 1994, Ghanaian chiefs met, and formed the Ancestral
and Stools and Skins Purification Committee (ASSPC). This com-
mittee was responsible for initiating a seven-phase program with the
therme, “Fihankra: Reuniting the Divided House.” Phase | involved
the performance of rites labeled “The Purification.”

The matter of atonement was initiated by Ghanaians who regularly
witness African Americans in Ghana visiting the slave castles.

We have inherited a passion for justice, and a spirit for struggle. I's in our bones -~ Rev. Dr. Calvin O. Bults




A Mutual Appreciation
This is to announce my safe arival in Ghana. Please accept
my sincere thanks for the company, gift and the wonderful
receplion accorded me during our Finhankra Tour with chiefs
from Ghana., May God and all our Ancestral fathers reward
you abundantly. | am looking forward to the day you will also
be in Ghana. God Bless You,

Sincerely yours,

Mama Adokuwa-Asigble IV

Ed. Note: The entire stafl of OPE! would like 1o offer our heart-
felt thanks to the National House of Chiefs for the historically
significant Fihankra tour. We hope o continue 1o work with you
in honoring our African ancestors,

Children’s Thoughts

Wher our class went to visit the Office of Public Education &
interpretation of the African Bural Ground, we saw the fim
entitled “Unearthing the Slave Trade.” | saw what the slave
trade was like in New York and what the slaves actually did. |
think it was cruel and terrible ...I thought it was inleresting to
see the archaeologists working on skeletons and bones.

It was sad 1o see all of the skeletons. | also have one question:
What are you going to do with the skelelons when the people
at Howard University finish working with them? | thank you

adults about the African Burial Ground.
Jennifer Park

Ed. Note: By the year 2000 the human remains will be returned
o the New York City African Burial Ground for reburial,

The trip was great, you told us lots of things. | think the people
sutferled] when they were slaves. 1 think it was interesting
when you found some of the bodies, My reaction when | saw
the film, | thought it was kind of sad, Especially when lots of
babies died. So thank you for showing us all of those things...
Andres McReno

We here at the Mind-Builders Folk Arts Program would like fo
thank you for taking your time out fo educate us aboul the
African Burial Ground. It is very interesting to know that while
we walked downtown in Manhattan, we may have been walk-
ing over someong’s grave,

Thanks Again,
Mind-Builders

Folk Arts Intermns

{ like that you ook the time 10 teach us about our own culture,
| [enioyed] the pictures, bones, African people, and taking us to
the African Burial Ground,

Yours truly,

Vanessa Luna

Class 5-304

Make A Difference

" Foundation’s Make A Difference Day hot line, 1-800-416-3824.

again for all this and hope you continue to teach children and

findings and progress. Your project is infinitely fascinating and,

More than half a million volunteers on the fourth annual Make
A Difference Day gave money, time and goods for their caus-
es, but most of all they gave of themselves. They gave their
voices in song for shut-ins, and their strength for moving heavy
furniture. They painted schools, libraries, community centers
and other public faciliies. They gave thelr handiwork {(quilts
and wheelchair lap robes) and their energy to mobilize others
to join in making a difference...We hope thal the spirt that
moved half a million people 1o do good on Make A Difference
Day will inspire even more on the fifth annual event next
October 28. Information about the day appears in most issues
of USA Weekend and is available by calling The Points of Light

Marcia Bullard Richard Schubert
Editor, President and CEQ
CUSAWEEKEND The Points of Light Foundation

Ed. note: On October 28th, OPE! hosted a Volunteer Seminar
with 15 10 20 new recruits. See page 8 for more defails on
becoming an OPEl volunteer

Staving Informed :

| recently attended the “African Burial Ground” lecture at the
Organization of American Historians convention in Washing-
ton, DC. After an extremely informative and usetul lecture by
Michael Blakey and others involved in the project, | was told
that your office distributes informational packages. | would
really appreciate one of the packets and to be included on your
malling list. | am a historian currently working with the Curator
of African Ethnology at the Museum of Natural History (Smith-
sonian} and | am very interested in keeping abreast of your

I'm sure, just as demanding... | can safely say thal the African
Burial Ground project is probably the most significant develop-
ment of the Atlantic world in a very long time. Thank you for all
your efforts.

Jeremy G. Prestholdt

Ed. note: Our ofiice does indeed distribute free literature
to the public and offers no cost slide presentations and
films at our site or yours! Please call for details,

OPEI welcomes letters but due to limited space
reserves the right to edit for length and clarity.




Recent Research F"fndihg&
Concerning the African Burial
Ground Population.

Mark E. Mack, Laboratory
Director, and M.Cassandra
Hill, Osteologist, N.Y. African
Burial Ground Project at
Howard University

Introduction

The biological anthropology
research efforls continue at a
steady pace at Howard
University. Currently, 320 out of
the approximately 400 ancestral
remains have been cleaned,
and anthropometric data taken.

Although Statmtma&!anaiygis
and frequency data cannot
be reported until all skeletal
remains are processed, this
does not prevent our re-
search team from sharing
some of our interesting re-
cent skeletal and archaeo-
logical findings with you, the
concerned public.

Skeletal Findings

Throughout the course of
skefetal reconstruction and
analysis, several different
types of fractures of the ver-
tebrae (usually 24 bones
which comprise the spinal
column) have been identi-
fied; each is associated with
different work activities, and
each is indicative of exireme

load-bearing,bio-mechanical
stress.

Four distinct fracture types
have been identified. First of
all, we found a “Jefferson”
fracture of the first cervical
(neck) vertebra (see Fig.1)
belonging to a man in his
early 30's (Burial 6). This
type of fracture is associated
with axial loading; applying

Fig. 1 Jetferson Fracture
Photo credit: Otto Jerome Edwards

weight directly to the top of
the head and spinal column,
as many people of African
descent would normally
carry loads. In this case the
man was forced to carry
loads that were too heavy for
him to manage.

A second type of fracture,
spondylolysis, has been
found in an elderly man
(Burial 37), an adult woman

(Burial 107), and an adult
male in his late 20’s (Burial
200). Spondylolysis is a
fracture of the spinous
process of the most distal
fifth lumbar vertebra (lower
back). It is associated with
axial loading and with exces-|
sive forward bending.

The third type of spinal
fracture found is a split
fracture of the spinous pro-
cess of the twelfth thoracic
vertebra (middle - lower
back). A woman in her mid
to late thirties who died in
childbirth (Burial 12) and a
man who died in his mid 30’s
and was buried with the
Sankofa symbol on his coffin]
lid (Burial 101) exhibit these
fractures. Although this type
of fracture is not associat-
ed with a specific type of
activity, it is interesting to
note that it is found in both a
man and a woman, indicat-
ing that they were engaged
in similar, physically stress-
ful work activities; some
cases question the existence
of a sexual division of labor,
such as similarities in spinal
fractures and enthesopa-
thies (fragments torn away
from bone due to muscle
tears).

Finally, the fourth type of
spinal fracture is character-
ized by a break in the spin-
ous process of the eighth
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thoracic vertebra. A man in his
early 40's (Burial 299) was afffict-
ed with this fracture; it has been
associated with throwing heavy
loads over the shoulder, com-
monly referred to as “clay shov-
eler's fracture.” One can only
imagine what type of work this
man was forced to perform, per-
haps working at one of the numer-
ous local pottery kilns, or maybe
laboring in road or street construc-
tion.

Other pathologies have been
uncovered recently. Two individu-
als have been identified with
lesions associated with soft tissue
masses, i.e. probable tumors. A
man in his early 30's (Burial 270)
has a small, round lesion which
penetrates the upper portion of the
left flium (hip). Awoman in her mid
30's (Burial 313) has a large,
rounded lesion of the right knee,
probably the result of a fibrous
tumor. The lesions in both individ-
ual's have smooth, well-defined
borders with no evidence of inflam-
mation or spread (metastasis) to
other parts of the body.

This suggests that the lesions
were benign and not malignant,
although they probably were a
source of discomfort.

Archaeological Findings

After excavating the skeletal ma-
terial from the surrounding soil
matrices we have uncovered arti-
facts associated with clothing;
these include a jacketed bead
found with an adult woman (Burial
107) and a lead alloyed button
covered with leather found with an
elderly man (Burial 32). Radio-
graphic (X-ray) analysis of numer-
ous coffin handles have uncov-
ered insights into our ancestors’
burial practices. The back plates

Fig. 2. Recovered pendant
Photo credit: Otto Jerome Edwards

were made of wrought iron and
characterized by our conserva-
tors as having numerous hammer
marks. A man’s coffin (Burial 178)
had six sturdy coffin handles, two
on each side, one at the head and
one at the foot of the coffin, which
were probably locally made by a
blacksmith. Two cut out back-to-
back arrow motifs are on each
escutcheon plate, indicating that
although the coffin handles were
decorative, the sturdiness of the
handles leads one 10 suspect they
were functional as well. -

The most exciting artifact uncov-
ered recently is a pendant worn in
death around the neck of a five
year old child. The pendant can
be described as a cylindrical ring
with a metal ball piercing it (Fig. 2).

Organic material was attached
to the ring, suggesting that the
pendant was secured around
the child’s neck by leather or
rawhide. The ball has been cast
and has a high silver content. A
single metal link is attached

beneath the ball, and attached to
the link is a teardrop-shaped piece
of decorative metal. Conservator
Gary McGowan has suggested
that although the pendant could
have been made locally, its style is
not reminiscent of European or
colonial stylistic manufacture of
which he is aware.

In conclusion, our research
efforts are continuing and other
exciting skeletal and archaeoclogi-
cal findings are hoped for. We
have thus far reconstructed and;
collected data from 320 skeletal
remains. However, the most im-
portant discoveries are ahead
when, after this initial phase of
cleaning, reconstruction and re-
cordation of the aggregate data
will be in hand and demographic
and pathological analysis will he
completed. Then we will be able
to ascertain what percentage of
the population is male or female or
how many people were afflicted
with pathologies associated with
overwork, to name just a few
items of interest that will aid in the
reconstruction of our African
ancestors’ lives.




AFRICAN AMERICAN
BEGINNINGS PART IV

Dr, Sherritl D. Wilson

Note: This article was originally a
three part article published by the
author in Through Black Eyes:
Revisioning New York History (1991-
1992). However, for UPDATE, this
article is being expanded o a six part
article which will conclude in the
Spring 1996 issue.

The birth of the African American
church in New York City marked
the inception of the organized for-
mation of a parallel African
American society which addressed
the needs of an economically and
socially segregated and discrimi-
nated against segment of the larg-
er society. This birth was also
endorsed and legitimized by the
white elders of the John Street
Methodist Church. However, a
strong sense of community existed
among Alrican Americans prior to
the official organization of this piv-
otal institution. Curry notes:

Arnerican blacks had first 1o perceive
the exisience of their ethnic community
and then 1o establish and foster the
black church as an instrument of fur-
ther community developrment. In this
involved and cornplicated process,
urban blacks took the leading role
(1981:174).

The African American members
of the John Street Methodist
Church who helped to form Mother
Zion AM.E. Church maintained
membership at the John Street

Church. In 1801 this African Ameri-
can congregation laid the comer-
stone for Mother Zion African
Methodist  Episcopal  Church
(AME), the first African American
Church established in New York
City. (Brown 1992, Curry 1981,
Greenleaf 1850, Hodges 1989).
This group was headed by Peter
Williams, an African American sex-
ton of the church. Williams was for-
merly enslaved, and had been pur-
chased by the church in 1783.

James Aymar, Wiliam’s former
master, a tobacconist, sold Wil-
liams to the Trustees of the John
Street Church. Williams also be-
came a tobacconist and who
bought his freedom from the
church in 1785.

The notion of maintaining a dual
membership in the white church
for the African American founders
of Mother Zion illustrated a need
to maintain ties with the white
church, although they were large-
ly dissatisfied with their second

class treatment in white churches

(Curry 1981; Southem 1977). Curry
notes:

Black refigious leaders did not rush
10 sever their ties with the white
controlled churches and denomina-
tions for they had a lively apprecia-
tion of the difficulties—especially
financial difficuliies inherent in es-
tablishing separate organizations
(1981:175).

The African American church in
America in general and in New
York in particular, provided aj .
means for free people of color to
gain respectability and unity as a
legitimate organization (Curry
1981; Low and Clift 1981; Otlley
and Weatherby 1967)

Out of the African American
churches in New York, as in other
northem cities such as Philadel-
phia, schools, literary societies,
musical societies and beneficial
and benevolent societies were
formed (Curry 1981; Southern
1977).

A discussion of musical practices
in the early African American
churches in New York City and
Philadelphia illustrates the pattern-
ing of African American churches
after white-run religious institu-|
tions. Eileen Southermn (1977)
traces a pattern that suggests that
African Americans in forming their
own churches sought to emulate
as much as possible white church-
es in their musical practices in New
York's and Philadelphia’s earliest
churches. Southern notes:

The rmusic performed in black
churches for the formal services
consisted of psalms, hymns, and
anthems...The singing of anthems
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for church services called for trained
choral groups who could read music...
Interestingly, worshippers in the early
Alrican American churches expert-
enced the same controversies over
the introduction into the church of
choral singing and reading rmusic

as white Protestant churches had

a century earlier. The African Ameri-
can church, like the white churches

of the period, held sacred music con-
certs, where compositions by Handel
and Mozar were favorites, perform-
ed by both African Americans and
white musiclans(1977.64)

A notice in Freedom’s Journal,
the first African American news-
paper in the United States,
advertised that the African
Harmonic Society would present
its second sacred music concert
at the first African Presbyterian
Church on April 6, 1827,

today with African American reli-
gious music was much protested by
members of early African American
churches in New York. African
American churches were often
advised by members of associated
white churches who generally
viewed “spiritual songs” according
to one advisor, Daniel Payne, as
“‘comfield ditties” and camp meet-
ings, where these songs might be
sung during “bush meetings”
(Southern 1977.65).

Movement of the head and
“dancing” to religious spirituals
was forbidden in early New York
African American churches.
According to Southern, the spir-
ituals and their tradition of hand
clapping and singing and danc-
ing alternately “represents the

The gospel spiritual associated

most obvious example of the
influence of African traditions on
the early African American church.
..The ‘spiritual songs’ represent, of
course, another example of African
influence, for despite the fact that the
text consisted of scraps of Protes-
tant hymns and prayers joined to-
gether by refrains and choruses,
there was little resemblance be-
tween the resultant spiritual and the
original hymn source”,

Camp meetings, a part of the reli-
gious revival movement in America
between 1780 - 1830, were the only
religious service, in African Ameri-
can churches where this type of
song was not only allowed, but ac-
cording to Southem,encouraged.
Southem elaborates:

Camp meetings lasted from four
10 six days, or even a week, and
attendance was frequently as high
as four or five thousand. Atthe
beginning of the century, African
Americans allended white orga-
nized camp meetings, from the
1830's on however, it appears that
whites attended meetings spon-
sored by African Americans
(1977:74).

Southermn concludes that some of
the same Alrican American musi-
cians who sang the music of
Handel or Mozart may well have
also sang the “spirituals” of the
camp meetings. She summarizes:
“This would have been squarely in
the African traditions which allows
for no sharp line of distinction
between the sacred and the secu-
lar, between the religious and the
profane, except where the function
of the music is involved” (1977:74).
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FALL CALENDAR

OF EVENTS
Compiled by Ama Badu Boakyewa
and Emilyn L. Brown

BOOK DISCUSSION AND SIGNING

Nkiru Bookstore, 76 St. Marks PL.,
Bklyn, NY, 718.783.6306

Hosts a book reading by Susan Taylor!
Thurs., Dec. 14, 6-8PM, Akwaaba
Mansion,347 MacDonough Ave., Bklyn

EXHIBITIONS

Schomburg Center for Research

in Black Culture, 515 Malcolm X Blvd,
(135th 61), NY , 212.491.2200

Arturo A, Schomburg: Race Man

An exhibition presenting a selection of
objects from Schomburg’s original col-
lection which Hlustrate the ways in
which he challenged the myth of black
racial inferiority and documented the
place and role of African peoples in the
maldng of world civilization ,

o Opening January 24, 1996
The Schomburg Legacy:
Documenting the Global Black
Experience for the 21st Century

N.Y. Historical Society, 2 West 77th
Street at CPW, NY, 212.873.3400,
Continuing through Dec. 31, 1995 -
Treasury of the Past. Two hundred
years of American history throughout
the permanent collections of the
Historical Society

o Sat., Nov. 18, 11:00AM
Changing Faces of New York.
See how New York has changed
over the tast 200 years!

o Sat., Dec. 2, 11:00AM
From Here to There: Boals,
Bikes and Subway Trains.
Journey through time to find
out how people traveled in the
old days

Museum of the City of New York:
1220 Fifth Ave., NY, 212.534.1672
o Sat., Nov, 11, 1-5PM
Girowing Up in East Harlem:
The Htalian, Jewish, Latino, and
African-American Experience

o Sat., Nov. 18, 2-4PM, Opening
Celebration, Cookie’s Harlem!
Come to the opening of this fasci-
nating photographic and multi-
media exhibition, featuring selec-
tions from the picture collection of
Charles "Cookie” Cook (1917~
1991), celebrated tap dancer and
musical historian

o Sat, Dec. 9, 9:30AM-1:00PM
From New York Kilns
Ceramics made in New York in the
18th and 19th centuries. Advance
registration required: $25.00

| Senufo sculpture, vory Coasti i
all/Burkino Fasp

Bronx Museum of the Arts

1040 Grand Concourse, Bronx, NY.
718.681.6000,

Africa, the New World, Blues and
the Crossroads - Interpreted by artist
Renee Stoul. An exploration of the dis-
tinctive artistic and spiritual links
between African and New World Black
culture-ancestral worship,Yoruba
deities, blues music and follk healing

Studio Museum of Harlem,

144 W, 125th 81, NY., 212.534,1672
Now through Dee, 31.

Fall exhibition schedule includes the
artwork of Haitian artist Jean-Michel
Basquiat. His Blue Ribbon Paintings
combine techniques of silk screening
and direct painting

o Now, 18 Art Talks for Children
From the City Streets: Graffiti & Art
Call for a list of upcoming events

Clinton Hill Simply Art Gallery

583 Myrtle Ave. (near Classon)
Bklyn., NY 718.857.0074

The upcoming exhibition schedule
includes Mixed Media Art by Jide Ojo -
- Jan 2 thru Feb. 4; The Collage Work
of Jimmy James Greene ~ Feb. 6§ thru
Mar. 10th and Oil on Paper - the work
of Danny Simmons  featured Mar. 12
thru Aprit 14. Call for complete
schedule

UPCOMING CONCERTS

World Music Institute:
49 W. 27th 8t,, NY. 212.545.7536
o Sat., Dec. 9, BPM,
John Coltrane’s Meditation
Suite, David Liebman Group and
Friends, Symphony Space,
95th St. & Bway, $16.00

o Sat., Jan. 27, 8PM
Music and Dance of Cuba,
Conjunto Afro-Cubano,
Symphony Space,
95th 81, & Broadway, $16.00

o Fri., Feb. 23 & Sat. Feb. 24, 8PM
Bale Folclorico de Bahia, Brazil
City Center, 131 W. 55th St, $30 &
$40. Experience the power of
Capoeira, Maculele, Samba and
Carnival Dance!

o Sat., Feb. 3, 8pm
Songs and Dances of Zimbabwe
Black Umfolosi
An evening of transforming music |
from South Africa. Accompanied
by Zulu and Shona dances

LECTURES AND FORUMS

Free Your Mind!

Lectures al St James Presbyterian
Church, 141 St. Nicholas Ave., NY
Donations $4. 212.368.7353

o Nov. 11, 4PM Examining
the Educational Process
for African Progress ~




LECTURES/FORUMS CONT.

The Past, Present and our
African Community Fulure
by Brother Edwin Nichols,
African industrial psychologist
and philosopher

o Now, 18, 4PM
The Spiritual Healing of
our African Race, Sister Marimba
Ani (Dona Richards), author of
“Yurugu”

o Nov, 25, 4PM
The Restoration of the African
Spiritual Personality - - A Blue-
print for revolutionary Pan
Africanism, Brother James Small,
Alrican community educator

NY Historical Soclety,

2 West 77th St., CPW,

NYC., 212.873.3400,

Sat., Dec. 2, 1:00PMW

Anonymous People of Distinction

Museum Educator, Cynthia Copeland,
explores 200 years of the Alfrican-
American struggle for freedom, includ-
ing the efforts of Dred Scott and
Harrigt Wilson

HISTORY TOURS

heart of the Financial District.
Meet at Trinity Church, Bway
and Wall Streets.Call for details,

o Sat., Nov. 18, 10:30AM (2 hours)
From Landfill to Landscape:
Battery Park City and The World
Financial Center. Learn about Man-
hattan's newest waterfront prome-
nade. Meet at the Greenhouse Cafe
at the NY Vista Hotel for a compli-
mentary cup of cofiee

Reclaim The Memories:

Black History Tours

of Old NY

914.966.1246

Conducts eight Manhattan Walking
Tours which highlight the African
American presence in NYC during the
17th, 18th, and 18th centuries. Call for
schedule and rates for groups and in-
dividuals through Dec, 1995,

CLASSES

TALCHI CHALWN for health and body
spirit. Classes are on Sundays, 10AM
-1PM. Instructor Master Derrick Trent.
Call 718.978.4104 for registration

The YWCA of Brooklyn,

30 Third Ave., 4th floor near
Atlantic Ave., Bklyn, NY
718.693.9113

African Dance, Drumming and Yoga
for adults and children! Saturdays and
Sundays. Call for full schedule,

SPECIAL EVENTS

Joyee Gold History

Tours of NY 212.242.5762

o Sat., Nowv. 25, 12 Noon (3 hours)
The Colonial Settlers of Wall St.
Walk the 350 year old streets in the

Schomburg Ctr. for Research in
Black Culture, 515 Malcolm X Bivd.
(135th St.) NY., 212.491.2200, Sun.,
Now. 18, 4:30 pm, A Tribute to James
Weldon Johnson. Performances by
Bobby Short and Charles Dumas.
Langston Hughes Auditorium.

o Thurs,, Dec.7, 7PM
The Middle Passage
Dialogue with Dr. John Henrick
Clarke and Dr. Yosel ben-Jochannan

N Y AY /A

Timelines —

1. Who is believed 1o be the first
African American women in the
.S, 1o receive full accreditation
as a lawyer?

2. Who was the first Afrcan
Armerican woman to lecture
publicly?

3. Inwhich city was Frederick
Douglass aftacked with siones
and rotten eggs?

4. How many French soldiers
died when Napoleon tried
to reintroduce slavery in
Haiti?

5. Name the African American
who invented the gas inhala-
torin 1912
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African Burial

o New York’s African Burial Ground:
sround Update

An Atrican Diasporic Legacy

A Symposium sponsored by the American Anthropo-
logical Association (AAA) will be held on Nov, 17th
and 18th in Washington, DC at the Washingion
Hilton and Towers, 1919 Connecticut Ave,, N.W.
Speakers and topics will include an overview of the
African Burial Ground Project and the aclivist role
of the descendant community, Passes to aftend

are available at OPEL

o AFRICAN BURIAL GROUND VOLUNTEERS
On Saturday, October 28th, OPEI offered another exciting
opportunity for people to be initiated as volunteers and
advocates for the African Burial Ground Project. Look for
the next volunteer training session in 1986 or call the Office
of Public Education and Interpretation of the African

Burial Ground at 212.432.5707 for schedule, o OPElI OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON SATURDAY

DECEMBER 9. From 10:00 am to 4:00 pm OPEI
will offer slide presentations, film viewing, a question
- and answer session and more.

o OPEFs Fall Educators Symposium
November 4, 1985 marks the second anniversary of
the transferral of the ancestral remains to Howard
University in Washington, DC, for analysis. At the
OPEL, 6 World Trade Center, the three documen-
tary films on the African Burial Ground will be shown
and a panel discussion on The African Burlal Ground
Revisited will take place in the afternoon. Invited
panelists include NYC Council Members Helen Marshall,
Wendell Foster and African Burial Ground advocales
and supperters Elombe Brath, Richard Brown, Vema
Francis, Peggy King Jorde, Debbie Officer, Professor
Joe Jackson and others. AL 12 noon there willbe a
prayer service at the African Burial Ground site led by
members of the N.Y. clergy. There will be tours of the
Foley Square Laboratory and a tour of the African Burial
Ground site will be conducted by OPEI director,
Dr. Sherrill D. Wilson. Special musical guests Alpha &
Ormega and Gifted Hands will be on hand to help us
commemorate this occasion. Scholars, teachers, stu-
dents and all other interested individuals are invited
to come and participate in this informative event.
Space is limited so RSVP today! 212.432.5707

o Related Matters...

The Smithsonian Runner, a newsletter about
Mative American activities at the Smithsonian
Institution in Washington DC, reports that The
Repatriation Office of the National Museum of
Natural History recently returned the remains

of six Pawnee scouts to the Pawnee Nation for
traditional burial. After serving in the U.S! Army
the men were killed by a detached troop of the
10th U.8. Calvary in Mulberry Creek, Kansas

in 1869, The remains, along with others, had
been transferred from the Army Medical Museum
and held at the Smithsonian since the tum of the
century.

In a private ceremony held at Fori McNair in
Washington, DC, representatives of the Paw-
nee nation accompanied the remains to Genoa,
Nebraska.There the deceased received military
honors along with traditional Pawnee burial
rites before being buried in a public cemetery
in June. Human remains are being relurned
under the National Museum of the American
Indian Act of 1988 (public law 101-185). In
compliance with this act the National Museum
of Natural History Repatriation Office notified all
potentially affiliated tribes that the cited remains
were culturally identified,

& k. k3

o Press Conference for Commemorative Stamp
Campaign. On Thursday, Mov. 16, 1995 at 10am,

N.Y. Senator David Paterson will hold a press conference
at City Hall to announce his intention to personally deliver
petitions containing over 100,000 signatures to Post-
master General Marvin Runyon in Washington, DC.

The signatures represent national and international
support for a stamp that would honor the New York Afri-
can Burial Ground. An earlier petition for the stamp

was rejected by the Cilizens Stamp Advisory Commitiee
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Compiled by Donna Harden Cole

In keeping with the 1992 Congressional ruling that
the African Burial Ground site should have an appro-
priate structure, honoring the men, women and chil-
dren buried there, we asked several of our readers
 what they thought would be a fitting memorial?

DEBBIE OFFICER

Writer/Journalist

 Amsterdam News & The Beacon

| feel that whatever the memorial site will be, it should face the
direction in which they were buried, towards the east.
 Whoever is looking into doing this memorial should not only
face the memonal foward the direction of the burals, but #t
should tell their story, their experiences in New
Amsterdam/New York. They should look for a motif that is
common in all Afican cultures notwithstanding the geo-
graphical location of a particular country because we do not
+ know their places of birth in Africa.

NANA KOJO TUFFOUR

Nkosohene (Chief of Development) of Ampenyi

'Ghana, West Africa

For years | have had the plans and sketches for a memorial
to the ancestors who perished in the middle passage. It
shows a group of Africans emerging in sequence from the
ocean. | believe that something more than a sculpture or
statue must be done to honor the ancestors of the African
Burial Ground. We should have ongoing educational pro-
grams that help us to understand fully the culture of our
ancestors. The contributions that Africans have made and
the influence that Africans have had in world civilizations has
been, and still is, significant.

BARBARA FENTON
“Tell Me Something Good”
Cable Television Talk Show
| can think of four ways to honor these great individuals. First,
| would like to see a statue erected fo commemorate the exis-
tence of these individuals. A statue would represent perma-
nence of this commemoration. The subject could be cen-
tered around the many traditions of the African family.
« Secondly, an inscription should be placed close to this sacred
ground or upon the building. The inscription would be repre-
sentative of the many voices of those who came 1o this city’

S S :~:~’-.-:v' e S e D L A
before us. Thirdly, | would also commend the initiation of

yearly festival for all to enjoy. This could be a celebratio
which would include people dressing in period clothing, revis
ting our history, sharing our traditions. Finally, the establish
ment of a museum to house the artifacts and some of th
remains would again be representative of a permanent exh
bition for all to see and write about now and in the future.

LENORA PETERSON

Administrator, Department of Africana Studies
Brooklyn College

There are so many ideas that come to mind, but, what
touched my spirit was the need to have a wall with a series:
of collages that embrace the plight of the African American
family. The collages should depict the economic suffering felt;
by the African American family in which many died and were
buried in unmarked graves in New York City. There should
be a collection of faces coming out of the graves that express
the various emotional stages of hunger, pain, anger, and dis-
belief. Within the context of the collage is a painting of a child
who lost his boyhood innocence due to the social conditions
of a hostile environment; yet, an ancestor reaches out 10
guide this young man through the rites of passage.

Another section should be a painting of an African mother
rurturing her children, while her husband protects the family
from the iliness of American society. The final section should
be devoted to the aspirations and dreams of the Alrican
American family. The African Burial Ground must be a
remembrance to everyone of how we continue to triumph
over all obstacles and tribulations.

RONALD B. HARDEN
African Burial Ground Project Volunteer
An obelisk should be erected as a monument to the ances-
tors. This would be an appropriate way to honor these indi-
viduals and to preserve a portion of our history. An inscription
indlicating the known boundaries of the African Burial Ground
should be noted 1o inform all those who visit the area that
great buildings like City Hall also sits on top of these burials
There should be faces of children, woman and men painted
on or sculpted into the obelisk to represent those who are
interred in the African Burial Ground. The faces should be
expressive and representative of their experiences during
enslavement in America. The skeletal remains should be
depicted at the base of this monument as a reminder from
whence we came. Just as the phoenix rises from the ashes
the African in America and in the Atrican diaspora have and
will continue to rise from the struggle of our ancestors: ou
mothers and our fathers, thanks be to God.
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TEXTILES RECOVERED FROM
. THE FIVE POINTS SITE
Cheryl J. LaRoche

Hundreds of cloth fragments have been
recovered from the “Courthouse Archae-
ological Site” (See Fall Update, Issue 5,
-1994) and are presently being conserved
and catalogued at the Foley Square Lab.
This is the first site in New York where
large quantities of textiles have survived
in an archaeological context.

The recovery of archaeological textiles
is generally poor for northeastem urban
sites because high rainfall combined with
soil conditions reduces the rate of sur-
vival. The fragile nature of cloth makes it
particularty vulnerable to biological attack.
Despite these facts, whole pieces of
uncut cloth were excavated. Packs of
pins, tailors’ thimbles, seam binding and
bias tape were among the items also
recoverad.

Because textiles are so rarely repre-
sented among archaeological collec-
tions, the cloth from Five Points provides
an opportunity to study a wide range of
19th century woolen textiles, textile tech-
nology and the beginnings of the gar-
‘ment industry in New York, Additionally,
textiles associated with everyday use or
daily wear are often not curated or dis-
played, The Elis Island collection is a
notable exception but that clothing repre-
sents a later time period, beginning in the
1890s.

Conservation cleaning techniques have
allowed analysis of manufacturing detail.
Much of the soil embedded in the textiles
has been removed. The microscope has
been used to analyze fibers and reveal
the complex weave patiems. Although
more than 90% of the fragments recov-
ered have been wool twill, several varia-
tions of that weave pattem have been
identified. The textile experts from the
Cooper-Hewitt, - Fashion Institute  of
Technology and St. John the Divine as
well as private conservators who have

examined the collection have been sur-
prised by the technological sophistication
represented by the range and complexity
of the weaves. Additionally, the deterio-
rated condition of many of the fragments
makes identification of weave stucture
difficut. The recovery of a large number
of textiles is indicative of the commercial
nature of portions of the Courthouse
Block. ‘.

The textiles recovered from Five
Points speak to four different indus-
tries: the weaving industry which pro-
duced the textiles; the garment industry
which transformed the textiles into
clothing; the second-hand clothing
industry and the wool recycling industry.

The textile industry requires space,
large machinery and the waterpower
necessary for operation. The lack of
available waterpower prevented New
York from becoring a contender in the
textile industry, like Philadelphia to the
west and Lowell, Mass.. to the north-
east.

I i

The Port of New York, however, can
be seen as the epicenter of commercial
trade throughout the nineteenth centu-
ry in the United States. The garment
industry flourished by offering bolts of
imported silks, inens, and other tex-
tiles, accessories and dyes. The Port
was one of the factors that sustained
New York at the forefront of the industry,
From the mid-seventeenth to the mid-
eighteenth century, the Industrial
Revolution had been fueled by the tex-
tile industry. (Even the invention of the
computer was an oulgrowth of the
Jacquard loom technology). The gar-
ment industry was emerging during this
time period. The mass production of
ready-to-wear garments transformed
the industry from a home based enter-
prise to a commercial based industry.
Traditionally, family garments had been
hand sewn by women laboring at

home (Stein 1977:3). The invention of
the sewing machine, although it did not
have an immediate impact when it was
firstintroduced in 1846, contributed to a
transformation from custom made
clothing 1o ready-to-wear garments,

Many of the cloth pieces recovered
from Five Points are one-of-a-kind and
are not representative of mass cuttings
of bolts of cloth which would be associ-
ated with tailors or dressmakers who
would have sewn the clothes. Single
occurrence of textiles would also not be
indicative of cutiers whose exclusive
job would have been to cut the cloth
into pattern pieces for later construction
also leaving many scraps of the same
fabric as remainders.

Labor became compartmentalized
during this time period. Piecework
replaced seamstresses with stitchers
and tailors with cutters. While this seg-
mentation of labor further transformed
the industry by allowing stitchers to
work at home, the “sweatshop” also
emerged. I was a competitive and
chaotic industry with a dispersed labor
force always on the edge of hunger
(Stein 1977: xv). Unlike other areas of
the Northeast, New York City’'s gar-
ment industry grew, based not on
mechanization, but on an unending
supply of cheap labor (Wilentz, 1984).

As with African Americans before
them, lrish, Germans, Jews and
ltalians entered the garment industry in
the hopes of using the industry as a
“stepping stone” from poverty to non-
poverty status (Laurentz 1980). Unlike
their European counterparts, however,
they were not able to move up within
the garment industry or out of it alto-
gether to more lucrative work. Often, it
was the immigrants from Europe who
were able 10 capitalize on the oppres-|
sion of blacks. (Laurentz 1980)

Alrican Americans and females were
highly exploited—and discriminated
against within the garment industry.

{cont. on page 19}
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Emilyn L. Brown
In Gctober of 1794 New York's Common

Council received “A Petition from sundry
black Men (Africans)..praying the Aid of
this Board in purchasing a Plece of
Ground for the interment of their dead.” In
many ways the request mirrored the city’s
social, economic and political divisions in
the decades following the Revolutionary
War. A critical example, and one of the
underlying causes for closure of the
Broadway Block African Bunal Ground,
was the oity's rapid development. In the
years leading up to the petition and imme-
diately following, division and sale of the
Van Borsum land patent, which included
the cemetery, signalled its eminent clo-
sure, Overcrowded conditions, caused by
nearly & century of use and numerous
fatalities from the city's bouls with yellow
fever, was a contributing faclor as well
(M.C.C., 1112; Liber Deeds 195).

For African Americans, the petition stood
as counterpoint to the troubled history of
the cemetery; the ulimate symbol of the
community’s spiritual and cultural values,
Difficuties associated with site seem 1o
have reached a peak In 1788, when activ-
ites of medical students at New York
Hospital, formerly located on Broadway
and Duane Streets, drew sharp protest
from a group identifying themselves as
“free Negroes and Slaves in the City of
New York."

AU hath lately been the constant practice
of & number of young gentlemen in this
city who call themselves students of
Physick, 1o repair to the Burying Ground
assigned for the use of your Petitioners
and under cover of the night and in the
most wanton sallies of excess, to dig up
the bodies of the deceased fiends and
Relatives of your Petitioners, carry them
away and without respect 1o age, or sex,
mangie their flesh out of a wanton curio-
sity and then expose it to beasts & birds..,
(Dufly 1968; Stokes I 374;
Cornmon Council Papers 1788)

Although the petitioners urged the hospi-
tal board to take measures “to prevent
similar abuses in the future,” continued

raids on various cemeteries in the city
eventually touched off a "Doclor's Riot”
which may have included African
Americans. Unsigned and unendorsed by
the Common Councll, the petition may
have been overlooked in the chaolic stale
of city affairs after the war, or silenced by
officials who viewed African American
freedom— gained through military in-
volvement with Brtish and American
forces, abandonment by former Loyalists
and manumission— as marginal.

Given the volatile mood of a city which
excluded its African American population
from policies that impacted their lives,
how did the Chrystie Street petition suc-
ceed? Par of the answer lies in the orga-
nizing principles used by Richard Allen
and Abasalom Jones between 1784 and
1784, Their petition for a burial plot in
Philadeiphia’s Polters Field, operation of a
mutual aid society, and more specifically,
Abasalom Jones’ installation as  rector of
St Thomas, an Episcopal church, provid-
ed a successtul model (Litwack 1961). In
addition, the alllances freedmen and
women formed with aboliion societies in

the north led to greater educational oppor-
tunities. In tum, these opportunities were
channeled into anti-slavery petitions and
distribution of material that promoted the
abolishment of slavery. For the most part
however, the petition’s real success was
infricately finked to Trinity Church, one of
the largest landowners in the city.

The small group of men who brought
the petition appear to have been long time
parishioners at Trinity, and by general con-
sensus, the founding members of St
Philips Church. Possibly the descendants
of enslaved Africans who received cate-
chisrn under the auspices of the Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel, they
continued 1o worship at Trinity until 18009,
At leas! two versions of St Philips history
make reference to the discontent of this
group and Trinity's attempt to make
amends through the purchase of a small
cemetery plot. (Da Costa 1889; 1986).
Early maps confirm the cemetery's exis-
tence, bordered by Church, Reade,

Duane and Chapel Streets (West Broad-
way). It may have been in use as early
as 1773 (Bancker Plans NYPL, Stokes
V:1387). It rerains unclear however, why
Trinity's African American parishioners
failed to organize around the burial plot, or
if the offer was rescinded for other rea-
sons. Feporiedly, this site later became
part of a land endowment to St Mark’s
Church (Memorial 1889).

Several of New York's prominent offi-
cials, including James Duane, were
parishioners at Trinity and were also in-
volved in the Manumission Society.
Located within the former boundaries of
James de Lancey's Bowery estate, the
choice of Chrystie Street (formerly known
as First Streel) appears to have served a
dual purpose. A staunch opponent of the
Revolution, James de Lancey govemed
New York from 1753 1o 1760 and, accord-
ing to his son Edward, returmned fo
England “to avoid bearing arms against
Americans.”  Under the “Act for the
speedy sale of the Confiscated and
Forfeited Estates” that went into effect
after the way, James Duane as Mayor,
ordered the site to be parceled out and
sold, thereby dismantiing one of the city’s
rermaining symbols of Loyalist wealth and
power, In the description thal follows,
Edward de Lancey offers detalls of the
site that provide a rare perspective of the
lower east side;

The Mansion House,..with extensive grounds
and a drive leading to i under large trees,
fronted the Bowery, and stood back neary
on the line of First Street...beween de Lancey
and Rivington Streets, It was occupied as a
hospital for the American troops in the sum-
mer of 1776, and...during the war, by the
British roops for the same purpose. On First
Street stood Mr. de Lancey's running stable
and in Second Street a paddock for the hor-
ses and near it a private track to train them.
Orchard Street is so named from the large

orchards onthat part of the famn...(Jones: 1679)

The abandoned house remained stand-
ing until Apdl 7, 1795, two months prior 1o
the transter of deed to the petiioners.

In June of 1795 the Chrystie Street prop-
erty was purchased for £450 by “the
Corporation of the City, the Corporation of
Trinity Church, divers well disposed individ-
uals, and the Petitioners.” It's likely that
other African burial grounds existed in the

-

12




icity, but the Chrystie Street cemetery’s
“ilegal status and surviving documentation,
strengthens its recognition as New York's
second African Burial Ground. In the for-
mally worded Resolution that followed
transfer of the deed, the identity and goals
of the petiioners were presented:

your Petioners are free people of color, re-
siding in the City of New York — that they
have lately associated, under the name of
the Alrican Society, for the laudable purpose
of irnproving their morals, by promoting a
spirt of brotherly love, and a strict regard
for the laws of the State, and also with intent
to procure a place for the erection of a build-
ing for divine worship and the interment of
people of color..And that as your Petiioners
are not, at present, able 1o become Incor-
porated as a religious Society, agreeably
to the law of the Stale, they are under the
necessity, from the peculianity of thelr situation,
to request the further humane assistance of
the Corporation, Your Petiioners do therefore,
respectiully solictt, that the Corporation will be
pleased to authorze six of your Petitioners
Isaac Fortune, William Hutson, Abraham
Dickenson, John Hall, James Parker, and
Peter Francis [as] Managers of the Business
of said Association or Society to improve
and use the said land, for the purposes here
in betore mentioned, and {o demand, sue
for, receive and enjoy the fees and Privileges
usually taken and had by the Proprietors of
burial Grounds in sald City....And that when-
ever an Incorporation can be eflected, agree
ably to law, the said Land may be conveyed
1o the Trustees for the purposes aforesaicd
(M.C.C., 1137, 159, 161)

For the first time in the city's history,
African Americans operated froma distinct
managenal vantage point. Athough difficult
to assess the cultural impact this may have
had on burals rites, & random sample
taken from the first fifteen years of the
cemetery’s existence provide an enduring
portrait of hardships suffered in 19t centu-
ry African American life.

Forexample, out of thirty death records
examined, the majority were former New
Yorkers. However, St Croix, Curacao, the
West Indies, and Africa were also given as
places of origin. The age of the burial pop-
ulation ranged from newbom to 98 years,
with & high child mortality rate. Evidence of
poverty or poor living conditions contributed
to a wide range of iinesses and occasion-
Hally misdiagnosis. such as “teething,” as
was the case of one year old Nancy Bost-

wick. More cormmonly, infartile flux, whoop-

ing cough, rickets, hives, and convulsions
claimed the lives of children. Causes of
death for adults included consumplion,
fevers, severe colds and in one case,
insanity. “Sudden death,” was aftributed to
several adult Black males including thirty
year old Cuffee, Henry Brown, and John
Batiert a forly year old man from Africa,
Others originating from Alrica included
Mary Brown, who died from dropsy,
Bearshaba (sic), who diedfrom a cold and
Claus Zigama Brown who was ninety-eight
years old when he ded in 1814,
(Manhattan Death Libers Vol. 1, 2, 8 —

 1795-1820).

NEW-YORK DAILY TRIBUNE
Wed., Mar, 24, 1853...  Price two cents

* Notice- The Vestry of 8, Philips
Church having made arrange-
menis for removing the bodies
deposited in thelr burial ground
in Chrystie-St to Cypress Hills
Cemetery give notice to those
who have friends deposited there
and wish to take charge of them,
that by making application at the
Ground, and pointing out the
spot, the bodies will be deliver-
ed to them free of charge...

Death records indicate that Lewis Francis,
an onginal pefiioner for the cemetery, han-
died the majority of burials at Chrystie
Street. But African Americans were also
being buried in the city's Potiers Field in
Greenwich Village from 1797 to 1825,
largely the result of indigence, infemper-
ance, suicide, or lack of family ties, like Bett,
“a black gi”” who died at the siate prison of
cansumption. Sometime after 1801, African
Americans were buried in the vaull of the
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church
where Samuel Day was caretaker,
although this may have been limited 1o
rmembers.

After 1807 AMEZ's vault was closed by
order of the city's Board of Health who ciled
offensive conditions caused by overcrowd-
ing. Unlike the African Sociely, AMEZ’s
appeal to the city for a burial site resulted in
their being given a portion of Potters Field.
Their status as an independent and activist

church, as well the city’s early motions to
control interments within city limits, may
have held equal weight In the decision.

Surviving records of earty African
American societies, created in part 1o avoid
the anonymity of Polters Field, also provide
a gimpse as to how 19th century African
American activists created  formal and
informal  organizations. For instance on
December 2, 1807 at a "Meeting of
Africans” held at the African Free School on
Cliff Street, discussions conceming abolish-
ment of the slave trade and a celebration
commemorating the event, led 1o the for-
mation of a "Commitiee of Twelve.” That
committee included African Society mem-
ber Isaac Fortune and the Wilfiams farrity,
father and son (Gilie: 1992). Peter Williams,
S had been instrurmental in the founding of
AMEZ Church (see “African American
Beginnings” this issue), and with his son,
founded! the African Mutual Refief Society in
1808, Peter Williarms, Jr., & graduate of the
African Free School, became a life long
aboliionist whose refigious calling eventual-
ly unified the goals of the African Society to
organize a church,

Instrumental in guiding young Williams
toward ordination as the first African
American Episcopalian deacon in New
York, Rev. Henry Hobart was also
responsible for organizing Trinity's
Black parishioners as the African
Catechetical Society. St. Philips was
organized in accordance with the doc-
trines of Protestant Episcopal ethics,
with fand for its structure provided by
George Lorillard, a member of the
wealthy tobacconist family. Financially
backed by Trinity Church, the 60 vear
lease specified that the Centre Street
property would eventually revert to the
Vestry of St Philips; a clause that
altowed the church to build up consid-
erable equity in the years that followed.

Through the labor of its growing congre-
gation, the church celebrated its opening
in 1819, But the year proved memorable
in other respects as well, as yellow fever
resurfaced after an absence of many
years. Based on the panic and wide
spread fatalities of earlier epi-
demics, city officials began to
evacuate city residents; a situation

that became routine over the next|—

few vears. In the summer and fall
{cont. on page 17)




The
Children’s
Corner:

i

Marie-Alice Devieux

From the first to the eighth grade, Alicia was my best
riend. We did absolutely everything together. We sat
ogether in our classes. We talked about the same
| boys. We shared and kept each other’s secrets. One
entire weekend we played a game called Othello,
| while Alicia’s mom made us datenut bread with cream
: heese. So, with everything going on so well, | don’t
| remember what the big fight we later had was about.
But | do remember how lonely | was the week we
weren't speaking to each other. And what a horrible
eek it was! Not passing notes to each other in class.
| Not teasing Donald Abrams about the strange things
 (and | do mean strange things) falling out of his desk.
| No Othello and no datenut bread. During that week It
urned out that Alicia was as unhappy as | was. When
L we finally made up we wanted to do something spe-
ial so that we would never forget how important best
| friends are for each other.  But what, we thought,
ould we do?

Since she was always great in art class and could
nake a lot of cool things, she decided to make us
W friendship bracelets out of yamn and beads. Since |

was always writing songs and stories, | made up the
' words to a friendship poem. We decided that every
<= year at the same time, at the beginning of every sum-
E= mer we would, wherever we were, even if we were far
f% away from each other, we would take out our friend-
= ship bracelets and whisper the words of the friendship
= poem. We understood how important it is to say
= you're sorry if you did something wrong. It would
Imake us remember how important we were to each
ther and that we should never let a silly fight come
| between us again. What Alicia and | had created

. together was our own little ritual. And a ritual is a kind

£ of ceremony.

Maybe you were baptized as a Christian - that is
= a type of important ceremony or ritual. Maybe you
== and your family ate turkey at Thanksgiving and said

%= prayers before ealing — that's a ritual. Maybe you

and your family celebrated Kwaanza and made presents
for each other—that's a ritual too. The list of rituals is
almost endless. The one thing about all rituals is that
they are important because they help you to remember
the things which are very important in your life -- espe-
cially family.

Now, most of the time we think of family as maybe
mom and dad, sisters, brothers, aunts, uncles and
cousins. But there are members of our families who are
not in our immediate families and are sometimes far
away. These are people in the diaspora. People who
at one time may have been related to your great, great,
great grandparents are your ancestors. People in a
diaspora have ancestors who all come from the same
original place, but are scattered around the world. Many
people in the African diaspora live in the United States,
in states like New York or Virginia. Orin countries of the
Caribbean, like Jamaica or the Dominican Republic.
Some people of the African diaspora live in England or
Germany. And still more live in South America in places
like Brazil or Surinam. A few months ago , a very spe-
cial ritual or ceremony happened at the historic landmark
African Burial Ground in New York City. Important,
because it had a lot to do with saying you're sorry, and
remembering the importance of our families, our ances-
tors, and people in the African diaspora.

But before 1 tell you about that important ritual, | want
you to use your imagination for a moment. Imagine that
you live in an African country today. Maybe you live in
Ghana and are elected chief of your village. Being a
chief is like being the mayor of your town. You would
help make decisions about how certain things are done
or how certain laws are made. You would participate in
rituals too. Well, as you may know a long time ago there
were some people who wanted 1o make some African
people slaves. Sometimes the way they managed to
kidnap these Africans from their families was to pay
someone 1o help them. Sometimes, very sadly, that per-
son may have been the chief, the mayor of a village.
The people taken from their families would never see
them again. These people later became a part of the
African diaspora. They would later live in the United
States, the Caribbean, South America and other places.

Now, almost five hundred years later, a new group of
African chiefs recognize the mistakes of past chiefs.
These new chiefs decided that it was time to atone, to
say they were sorry, for what other chiefs had once
done. The new chiefs are from Ghana, a country in
Africa, and call what they are doing Fihankra.

ST
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The chiefs traveled to the United States on a tour of
~iFihankra to visit several cities. They said prayers, did rit-
uals, and hoped that our families and our ancestors in
the African diaspora would forgive them for what a few
chiefs had once done. One of the places they visited
was the African Burial Ground in New York City, a nation-
al historic landmark. They believe that our African
ancestors are buried there. They prayed that our fami-
fies would be safe and live together again. This is the
meaning of Fihankra. 1t is a movement of unity. They
traveled over 8,000 miles to do these Fihankra rituals.
That is how important it is sometimes to say you're
sorry. Lucky for Alicia and me, we didn’t have to go so
far away or have such a serious thing to make up for.

i Now that you understand what a ritual is, it's your turn.
Are there rituals from your family background? What
are they? Maybe you or your parents are from places
around the U8, like South Carolina, Louisiana, or
California. Or maybe you are from other countries like
Haiti, Ireland, or China. Maybe your family is Native
American and you are Mohawk, Chickasaw, or Apache.
What are the rituals that children participate in from your
culture? Ask questions. Do some research at the
library. What things ate used in the ritual you describe?
Write it all down. Keep me posted.

Now that you have learned a few new words, put your
new knowledge to work and find them in this puzzle.
Good Luck!
ritual -- an important ceremony

African Burial - a naliona! historic landmark site

Ground where African ancestors
are buried.
ancestor -- family who lived a long time ago,
like your great grandfather or your
great great grandfather
diaspora -~ people around the world whose
ancestors come from the same place
atone -- @ fancy word for saying your sorry
chief - @ person chosen to be the
mayor of the village
Fihankra - A movement of unity. African chiefs
~ travelled to the U.S. to do rituals
Ghana - the country in Africa where the

chiefs came from
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Recommended reading

The African Holocaust for BReginners
Author: S.E. Anderson

Pub.: Writers and Readers Pub. Inc,
£ 11.00
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Are you or your class doing cocol things
vou'd like to tell us about? Any ideas for
the Children’'s Corner? WRITE US!

The Children's Corner
c/o OPET,

6 World Trade Center,

New York, NY 10048
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Book: Conservation Concems:
A Guide for Collactors
_and Curators

Publisher: Smithsonian Institution
Press (1992)

Suthor:  Konstanze Bachmann

Reviewer: Cheryl J. LaRoche

Conservation Concems is a collection of
22 essays which addresses the primary
consenvation and preservalion concems
of museumn professionals and collections
managers. The essay topics range from
environmental issues such as slorage,
emergency planning, and temperature
and huridity control, to care of works on
paper, textiles, photographs and fumiture.

While the book is intended for profes-
sional use, much of what is contained in
the essays is a useful resource for anyone
who has papers, photographs, sound
recordings, valuables, fumiture or heir-
looms which require preservation and
proper handling. There are passages
where the language is technical but gen-
erally applicable for most readers. This
volume presents factual and technical
information in clear terms as opposed 0
conservation reguirernents for collections
which are ofien presented in technical lan-
guage.

The contributors discuss the underlying
reasons for many conservation require-
ments. Ann Brooke Craddock’s essay on
"Control of Temperature and Humidity in
Small Collections,” discusses the conse-
guences of fluctuations in temperature
ard huridity in a clear, concise, informa-
five manner. The need for environmental

controls is understood by most museum
professionals and collections managers
but the reason for the fequirement is not
widely understood. In “Principles of
Storage,” Konstanze Bachmann and
Rebecca Anne Rushfield give common
sense advise about proper storage condi-
tions which have universal applicability.
They discuss climate control, insect infes-
tation and safely and handing. While
again, fargeted to the museumn profes-
sional, there is much here that should be
common knowledge. The essay on
“Emergency Planning” by Mary W.
Ballard, however, is definitely geared for
museum problems. -

Klaus B. Hendriks' essay on “The
Preservation and Storage of Sound
Recordings” provides the collector or
curator with an excellent understanding of
the technological and historical back-
ground for vinyl recordings, tapes and
compact discs. His discussion of the par-
ticular storage and handling needs of
these types of materials is recommended
reading for anyone concemed with the
long-term preservation of sound record-
ings.

Conservation Concems offers sound
advice and addresses the conservation
needs of a wide range of matenals. This
volume should be read by anyone con-
sidering the museum field or conservation
as a career. The broad range of fopics
addressed in this primer offers a realistic
discussion of a number of the less com-
plicated professional problems and con-
cems which are encountered.

The “Appendix”is a useful reference tool
which contains a list of conservation sup-
pliers delineated by name, address,
phone number and products.

Untit recently, conservation issues were
not widely discussed or recognized out-
side the profession, Much of the damage
to collections which subsequently re-
quires the atlention of a conservator is
caused by mishandling, improper storage
and poor environmental controls, in addi-
tion 1o the natural processes of degrada-
fion. This has led the profession 1o
emphasize “passive” or preventative con-
servation—a “care for it now and avoid
damage later” attitude.

Many of the antfacts which comprise col-

lections have lasted hundreds of years. It
is the responsibility of collections man-
agers, conservators and collectors to
ensure that these materials continue 1o
survive and endure. Conservation Con-
cems provides the basic informatior to aid
in that process.

[ e e e e

Book: National Register of Historic

Places, Afrcan American

Author:  ed. by Beth Savage,

Publisher: National Parks Sewvice,
U.S. Dept. of the Interior

Reviewer: Shenill D, Wilson

This invaluable resource is a listing of
African American national landmark sites
in forty-three states, catalogued from
Alabama to Wisconsin, provided by the
National Park Service. The book is divid-
ed into two sections. Part | provides an
overview of African American sites and
their cultural and historic.contexds provicd-|
ed by historians, anthropologists, preser-
vation advocates, political representatives
and others.

Historian James O. Horon, “Social
History and the African American
Experience,” infroduces the context for
the significance of African American sites
and the general policy of exclusion of
African Americans from the historical
record. “From Place to Place: African
American Migration and Historic Sites” by
James Grossman, adds 1o the popular
history of the African American migrafion
from the south and west to the north.
Archaeologist Theresa Singleton's “The
African Legacy Beneath Our Feet)
explores the significance and meaning
that artifacts recovered frormn Ahican
American archaeological sites provide 1o
the context of African American historic
places. Afrcan American womer's 18th
century history is discussed by Cara
Peterson in “Lifting As We Climb: Afrdcan
American Women and Social Activism
(1800-1920). Of particular interest to New
Yorkers is Joan Maynards “Where
Children’s Dreams Become Reality: The
Society of the Preservation of Weeksville
and Bedford-Stuyvesant History,”

(Cont. on page 19)
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Chrystie St. Cemetery
(cont. from page 13)

of 1820, impoverished African Ameri-
cans living on Bancker Street were hit hard
by a form of the fever and the number of
dead were apparently more than the
Chrystie Street cemetery could handie.
Lewis Francis, still proprietor of the ceme-
tery and by then, first church warden of St.
Philips, protested to the Council that his
own bout with iliness left the cemetery in
less qualified hands, but the response of
the Commitiee for Public Land and Places
was to issue a series of regulations,
enforceable by a $250 fine:

after considering complaints against

the Atrican burying ground in Chrystie
Street and Potters Field, recom-

mend.. that no Compse, shall be left at
any time, without & covering of earth of

at least two feet deep, and no grave shall
be left from one day to another day, with-
out being entirely flled up with earth,

No Corpse, shall be deposited nearer the
surface of the ground than four feel, Nor
shall any person whose dealh was ocoa-
sioned by any contagous (sic), or putrid
fever be interred otherwise than in a sin-
gle grave six feet deep (MCC X1256, 286-7)

In addition, the search for a new public
cermetery was underway, with officials finalty
setting on the area between 40th and 45th
streets and 5th and 6th avenues (M.C.C.
XH116-18).

Like other churches of the era, St. Philips’
continued  growth provided educational
classes for adults and children, and active
participation in the social causes of the
day. However, between 1822 and 1825,
the church entered into & number of bat-
ties with city officials who in safeguarding
the public health, proposed a ban on fur-
ther interments in the city. St Philips
argued for and won continued use of the
Chrystie Street Cemetery and by  August
of 1825 sought legal ownership. They
reminded the Council of its obligation to
hold the land in trust until they could be
incorporated. But the Finance Commit-
tee, in tuming down their request, offered
doubls that St. Philips was affiliated with
the original petitioners. Citing the necessity
of an act of legislation to convey the land, St.

Philips’ battle for ownership of Chrystie Street
continued for nearly two years before the
error was acknowledged (M.C.C. XIV:640,
M.C.C. XIV: 787, XVI:117, 266, 267).

ironically in 1853, the year St. Philips
received the right to vole in church con-
vertions, the city's continued progress
forced the congregation to reach a critical
decision conceming the cemetery. Rev.
D.D. Da Costa, an Episcopalian minister
and church historian, outlined the condi-
tions that led to the destruction of Chrystie
Street:

the growdh of the ity soon required aban -
dorrnent of all burial-grounds in that part
of the municipality. Besides the cemetery
at Chrystie Street was completely full. At
this juncture Trinfty Church came forward
and purchased lols on Sixth Avenue and
Thirtieth Street, at a cost of ten thousand
dollars, which were made over o St Philips’
Church, by Trinity, who retained a morigage
without interest. Only two bodies were
interred here before the authorities prohibit-
ed further interments. Next a lot of ground
was bought on 105th Street, when a faw
was then passed prohibiting all burals...on
Manhattan Island. This lot of land is...now
included in Central Park. The parish then
obtained fiberty from the city authorities
to sell the land on Chrystie Street, which
was accordingly disposed of and a
cemetery purchased with the proceeds
at Cypress Hills, Long Island, whither
the remains of the dead were all
removed...

Philips’ own death records confirm "5000
bodies..inferred In Lot 100, Section 11,
being remains of dead not recognized.
Removed by St Philips PE. Church of
New York from New York.”

Today, in the oldest section of Cypress
Hills Cemetery where St. Philips has its
burial plot, aging gravestones recall the
lives of African Americans whose strength
of character led o the establishment of the
Chrystie Sireet Cemetery, a stabilizing
force in the community for nearly sixly
vears. While the growth of the city and fis
policies toward interment appear to have
overtumed the 1794 victory, the difficult
lessons leamed from the African Burial
Ground — violated, forgotien and built

upon — led the community of St. Philips o
embrace its past and in 50 doing, preserve
its future,

Bibliographic Sources

Ter: The Story of St Philips Church in
New York City, A Discourse delivered in
the new church on West 25th Street at
its opening. Feb, 17, 1889,

New York: printed for the Parish 1889

Dutty, John. The History of Health
in New York City, 1625-1886, Vol.1
New York: Fussell Sage Foundation, 1968

Gilie, Paul A, and Rock, Howard B,
Keepers of the Revolulion,
lthaca: Cornell University Press, 1992

Greenwald, Frank. The Cemeleries
of New York City Before 1830,
Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, n.d.

Jones, Thomas. History of Mew York
during the Fevolutionary War, Vol. 2
by Judge Jones, ed, by Edward Floyd
de Lancey. New York: Printed for the
New York Historical Society, 1879,

Liber Deeds and Coneyances
Liber 198, pp. 405-420; NYPL

Litwack, Leon . North of Slavery;
The Negro in the Free States 1790-1860.
Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1961

Manhattan Death Libers Vol 1.2.3--

New York: Published annually 1847-66

Memorial of St Marks Church (1899)

New York Daily Tribune, Mar. 23, 1863,
pg. 1

Reaching out: An Epic of the People
{ St Philips Church, 1st ed,
New York: Custombook, 19868

Stokes, LN. Phelps The lconography of
Manhattan Island, 1498-1909. Vols, 1-W1,
New York: Robert H. Dodd, 1915-27




Fihankra (Cont from page 1)

During the slave trade, Afican men,
women and children were held chained in
the dungeons until they were amassed on
ships for the gruesome transport across
the Atlantic Ocean. Of the 45 dungeons
on the west coast of Africa, 36 are located
in Ghana, making rites of purification
especially significant.

Delegation member Nii Adote Mof- fatt,
Chiet of the Sempe District, Vice
Chairman and  founding member of
ASSPC  shares, “We see [African]
Americans who come in and go to the
castles and they feel neglected. We look
al themn as fiends and when we talk 1o
some of them, they feel something is
missing. They want to know why they
have been treated like foreigners or
Europeans. And this went on until the day
Nana Kwadwo Akpan came 1o us ..we
had a seres of meetings..lalked serious-
ly and appointed December 9, 1994 as
the day to purify the “Fihankra” stool and
skin.

The stool and (animal) skin are ':;amed
symbols of divine authority and the repos-
itory of the spirit and soul of the people.
Chiefs of Southem Ghana use the stool
as their symbol, and those of Northem
Ghana use the [animal] skin as theirs
The unity of these entities is customarily
called “Fihankra.” The concept of
“Fihankra” as portrayed by the adinkra
symboal, is an enclosed and secured com-
pound house; a symbol of salety, security,
and solidarity.

Because of past parlicipation in the
slave trade, the stool and skin have been
“solled” and must be ‘washed.” The
“washing” or purification of the stool and
skin symbolizes spiritual and cultural re-
connection with the souls of enslaved
ancestors.
The day of the purification rtual, when
priests and priestesses dressed in red
and black mouming robes, marked the
first public event of a nine-day culture and
entertainment showcase called “Panafest
‘94,” held in Ghana. A December editorial
_|in Ghana’'s Dally Graphic  newspaper
stated that “one of the worthiest features
of Panafest ‘94 has been the bold deck-
sion of the National House of Chiefs to

use it as a Festival of Atonement for the
role played by some of our chiefs and
elders who sold their best men Emd
wormen into slavery..”

InFhase I, The Tour of Fihankra, to iis
Heirs in the Americas,” the chiefs set
aside July 16 through August 6, 1995 to
conduct a seven-city tour of the United
States that brought 18 chiefs and atien-
dants primarily from Ghana. Their mis-
sion was to  explain “the historic signifi-
cance of the purification of Finankra and o
inttiate dialogue on steps 1o be taken to
begin the process of improving the spir
fual dmd material conditions of all African

people.

The delegation went to Howard
University in Washington, D.C. on August
2, 1995 1o visit the Biological Anthropology

Fihankra Symbol:
Safety, Security and Solidarity

Laboratory where Dr. Michael Blakey, sci-
entific director of the project, and his staff
are involved in the ongoing analysis of the
remains. Like many members of the New
York descendant community who have
testified to the moving experience of view-
ing the remains, the Ghanaian chiefs
were similarly moved. After observing the
remains, delegation leader, Nana Oduro
Numapau ll, declared “this a day of
mouming of African people.” In addition,
Nii Moffatt expressed”...We have

never come across such a thing, we felt
so bad. Because these are our great-
grandparents. We felt so bad.”

After the Washington, D.C. visit, the del-
egation travelled to New York City where
orAugust 4, 1995, they visited for the first
time the African Burial Ground site at 290
Broadway to offer libation, and later went
to OPET's office for a reception and edu-
cafional presentation. Nii Moffatt, who
actually poured the libation, explained
that, they “all put on mouming clothes as if
we were going to a funeral...everything
that happened was very solemn...we felf
that these were our people who have
been bured here, they could be our sis-
ters, brothers, our great-grandfathers and

great-grandmothers. The libation that |
poured
was to ask for forgiveness from them,
so that they should accept our plead-
ing for forgiveness. We have pleaded
with our brothers and sisters who are in
the diaspora that they should accept our
apology. We pray for forgiveness.”
Following the libation ceremony at the
Afrcan Burial Ground site, the delegation
attended a reception held at the Office of
Public Education & Interpre-tation at 6
World Trade Center, The reception was
hosted by OPEIl director Dr. Sherrill D.
Wilson. Several former Federal Steering
Commitiee (FSC) members were in
attendance; Mr. Richard Brown, Mrs,
Mary Lacy Madison, Ms. Adunni Tabasi,
and others. The delegation received an
African Burial Ground slide presentation
given by OPEl's Office Manager, Steve
Harper. The delegation was presented
with an original art work by Joan Maynard,
executive director of the Weeksville
Society. The visit to the OPEl was one that
will be long remembered by OPE! staff
and guests. “Today,” said Dr. Wilson, “we
are indeed witnessing history being
made.”

Inthe aftermath of the U.S. tour, Phase
I of the Fihankra program calls for a}.
“Festival of Fihankra 1995” to occur in
Accra, Ghana, Decermber 8-10, 1995,
This first annual celebration of the 1994
purification of Fihankra will serve as a trib-
ute and re-dedication fo its theme and
objectives. Phases IV-VII deat with estab-
lishing an operative agenda and acquiring
a Fihankra headquarters in Ghana.

Based on an agreement reached with
the New York descendant community,
current plans are that the ancesiral
remains will retum to New York for re-inter-
ment by the year 2000. Already the
Ghanaian Chiefs have indicated their will-
ingness 1o participate fully in the reinter-
ment ceremony at the African Burial
Ground site.

The global diasporic effects of the “Tour
of Fihankra,” are educational and healing,
The “purification” should surely begin to
break the negative cycle affecting Africa
and her people — offering greater pos-

sibilities for truly reuniting uniting the]

divided house.
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Foley Square Report
(Cont. from page 11)

During the 1840s and 1850s, German
and lrish immigrants took over the jobs
of porters, dock hands, waiters, barbers
and cooks as a job ceiling was imposed
arn both black men and black women.
African Americans were in major conflict
with the lrish since they competed for
some of the same jobs. "The trish ulilized
the racist climate to push blacks out of
jobs they already held... Employers would
utilize the animosity of these groups
towards one another 1o keep wages low
for each” {Laurentz 1980: B8),

A steady trickde of Irish immigrants had
begun to arrive in New York City as early
as 1820, providing a cheap and plentiful
labor source for the rapidly expanding
“ready to wear” industry. By 1855, much
of the project area was inhabited by
almost entirely Irish immigrants. Twelve
of the fourteen lots along Orange Street,
between Chatham and Cross Street,
housed clothiers, tallors, second-hand
clothing shops or refafl stores during the
1850s, at the height of the Irish migration
o the United States (Trow's NY
Directories 1854).

Marny of the early clothing manufactur-
ers were German Jews who had been
peddiers or retall merchants who expand-
ed into clothing manutacturing.  “In
Germany the Jews had been for many
generations the principal dealers in both
new and secondhand aflire” (Stolbery
1944: 4).

During the second half of the nineteenth

century, workers in secondhand shops
would have served the clothing and tailor-
ing needs of their poorer clientele by cut-
ting down used clothing to fit the new
owner, This process may be one expla-
nation for the quantity and variety of cloth
pieces recovered from the sile.
By the mid-1880s masses of Jewish
immigrants fleeing persecution in Czarist
Russia began ariving. These immigrants
evolved from peddiers to merchants as
they embraced capitalism and its calious
aftitudes towards labor. As a result of
these exploitative attitudes worker resis-
tance 1o the “swealing conditions” in the
garment industry gave rise 1o the garment
workers labor movement and union orga-
nization at the end of the century.,

Recovery of the textiles from Five Points
has led o several avenues of research.
From the archaeological perspective, the
survival of texdiles s a rare occurrence
which prompts investigation into soil con-
ditions that fostered survival. Within the
conservation profession techniques must
he applied which will reclaim the fabric for
further investigation and preservation,

From the commercial perspective, the
texdiles speak 1o the existence of a thriv-
ing garment industry and to the genesis of
New York as the cerder of thal industry.
From a social perspective, the textiles
give rise 1o a discussion of both ethnic
and gender exploitation which was ram-
pant in the industry throughout much of
the nineteenth century.
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by Elizabeth A. Lyon and Frederick C.
Williamson in “The Preservation Move-
ment Rediscovers America.”

Part Il is the actual descriptive listing of
the historical places that indicate that peo-
ple of African descent were indeed there
and did point of fact, make significant con-
tributions fo America and world history.
New York City's entries in this guide
include: in Brooklyn, Weeksville Houses
in the Hunterfly Road District (Dean and
Bergen Streets and the Jackie Robinson
House at 1224 Tiden Street. In
Manhattan the New York African Burial
Ground is listed and assigned the num-
ber 93001597 on the register of historic
places. Other Manhattan sites include the
Apolio Theatre, the Will Marion Cook
House, the Dunbar Apartments, the Duke
Elington House, the Matthew Henson
residence, Langston Hughes House,
Minton's Playhouse, Florence Mills
House, the Amsterdam News Building,
Schomburg Research Center and oth-
ers. There is also a listing for Queens,
Staten Island and Upstate New York.

FOR FURTHER READING:
o Hippocrene U.S.A, Guide to Black

of a Farmous Union and the Men Who Made 1t
Doubleday, Doran and Co.,, Inc, Garden City,
NY, 1944,

Trow 's New York City Direclories
Complled by H. Wilson. John F.
NY: Trow Pub., 1854

Wilentz, S. Chants Dernocratic;  New York
City & the Fise of the American Working Class,

Haskins. NY: Hippocrene Books, 1994

o Historic Black Landmarks:; A Travelers
Guide. George Cantor. NY: Visible Ink
Press, 1991,

o Landmarks of New York Il
Barbara Diamondstein.
NY: Harry N Abrams, 1993

o Glanton’s Guide 1o the Afican American

Book Review
(Continued from page 16)

and A. Lynn Bolles’ “From the Mystic
Years 1o the Hardem Renaissance: Ar
and Community in African America..”
Powerful memories are evoked by
Congressman John Lewis’ “The Power
of Historic Places: My Civil Rights
Experiences.” We are reminded that the
struggle to restore and recognize the
sites that tell the story of the African
Armerican experience is an on-going one

New York 1994, Latice Glanton-
Chandler. NY: Alpha Books Inc. 1994

in The Winter Issue
of Update

o Howard University Lab Feport
o Afrcan American Beginnings 1. 5

o African Burial Ground Update———

19




Office of Public Education and
Inteepretation of the African Burial Ground

& World Trade Center
L&, Custom House, Room 239
New York, NY 10048

ADDRESS

20




